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One day, a man appeared before St. Peter outside the gates of heaven.  “I don’t see 

anything in the book of life that would lead me to believe you were a disciple of Christ,” St. 

Peter told him.  “Is there anything you’ve done that we might have been missed?” 

“Well,” he offered, “once I came upon a gang of bikers threatening a young woman.” 

St. Peter asked him: “How did you respond?”  

“I told them to leave her alone, but they didn’t listen.”  

“That’s noble,” St. Peter said, but it’s really not enough to merit entrance to heaven. 

Was there anything else you did?” 

“When they ignored me, I smacked the largest biker in the face, kicked over his bike 

and yelled, ‘now back off or I’ll do the same thing to all of you’.”   

St. Peter was impressed, as that was a courageous act of love, but he couldn’t 

understand why it wasn’t listed in his book. So he asked the man: “When did this happen?”  

“A couple of minutes ago,” he replied.  

As we learn from the Gospel of Luke, the cost of being one of Jesus’ disciples is 

steep. To follow Jesus may require us to leave everything behind, or even lose our life. 

 Last Sunday, we heard that Jesus’ mission was directing him toward a sacrificial 

death for us. Today, Jesus is moving toward Jerusalem where that death will take place in 

the form of self-giving love upon the cross. 

 As we learn today, Jesus’ mission isn’t always successful. He walks through Samaria, 

proclaiming the kingdom of God, “but they would not welcome him because the 

destination of His journey was Jerusalem.”  They can’t welcome Jesus because His mission 

doesn’t align with theirs. But from that hostile crowd comes a voice that says: “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” What that man didn’t know, however, is that Jesus is moving 

toward Calvary…and by proclaiming to Jesus that he’ll follow Him, that man commits to 

following Jesus to death itself.   

 Another disciple is willing to follow Jesus with just one request: “Lord, let me first go 

and bury my father.” That disciple isn’t making excuses. He’s following the example of 

Tobit in the Old Testament who risks his life and fortune to bury the dead. And yet Jesus 

says, “Let the dead bury their dead. But you…go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

 Under normal circumstances, the dead should be buried. Under normal 

circumstances, we should say goodbye to our family. But discipleship under Jesus calls for 

immediate action. God, through His Son, turned the world upside down. 



 To be a disciple of Jesus is costly. Real Christians are those so in love with Jesus that 

they’ll follow the Lord wherever He calls them. This weekend, six men were called to the 

Sacrament of Holy Orders, including our own Dan Waruszewski, who became a transitional 

deacon and who will preach at his first Mass at noon here tomorrow.   

He and parishioner Greg Kotchey are on journeys that, Lord willing, will eventually 

result in their ordination to the priesthood. But while everyone isn’t called to be a priest, 

everyone IS called to discipleship…and that can be complicated, regardless of how you live 

out that discipleship. 

 As a married father, I couldn’t just leave my family at the drop of a hat, or even to 

become a deacon.  Pastors can’t leave their flock because they feel called elsewhere.  But 

Jesus still calls each of us to discipleship, even in the midst of other responsibilities. I would 

have been a bad husband and father if I just left my wife and children to follow my call to 

become a deacon. I’d be an equally bad Christian if I treated my wife and children as the 

center of my existence…if they became my god.   

I’m a good husband, father AND deacon ONLY when I show my family…and all who I 

encounter…that my fundamental identity is a disciple of Jesus; that I’m willing to follow the 

Lord, regardless of what the world thinks of me for doing so. Keeping a disciple identity 

requires prayer and spiritual direction to assist us in hearing God’s voice. 

 This past Monday, I spent the evening at St. Ferdinand Parish where more than 200 

people from 30 different parishes turned out for the first public On Mission for the Church 

Alive presentation.  You’ve all heard the numbers as they relate to decreased church and 

school attendance, not just in our parish and diocese, but nationally and internationally. 

 Something’s wrong when 250% of a city’s population turns out to celebrate a 

basketball championship, 125% of another city’s population turns out to celebrate winning a 

Stanley Cup and only 25% of Catholics in the Diocese of Pittsburgh turn out to celebrate 

Mass each Sunday.  Well that’s got to change...and each of us is being called by our bishop 

to help bring about that change…because Jesus and His Father won’t be satisfied until 

everyone is a disciple. So how do we get people to realize that Jesus is the answer to our 

problems; especially since minds can’t change until hearts do? It has to start with us. 

 We can’t learn Jesus until we discover him; we can’t love Jesus until we follow Him; 

and we can’t live Jesus until we share Him. So you can either make excuses about why you 

can’t respond to your call to discipleship…or you can become part of Bishop Zubik’s On 

Mission process to revitalize the Church of Pittsburgh. So some day, when YOU stand before 

St. Peter and he asks YOU if you’ve ever done anything that would lead him to believe you 

were a disciple of Christ, you can tell him that you overcame your fear of change, slapped 

the DEVIL in the face and proclaimed the kingdom of God in the Diocese of Pittsburgh…and 

while the cost of your discipleship may be high, your reward will be eternal. 


